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CETEM is scientific research and training 
on wood and furniture organization 
located in the southeast of Spain. 
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Agenda

1. Overview

- Furniture sector
- Furniture public purchases

2. Circularity in the furniture sector

3. Opportunities for green procurement
- Sustainability aspects
- Circular business models
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Furniture sector overview

USD 545.78 billion in 2020 

5.4% 

20272021
Furniture production, 2017 

• Traditional sector
• Atomized→ SMEs
• Ageing workforce
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Furniture public purchases

€ 2,45 
billion

2,5% total 
EU furniture 
production

CAN$ 
17 

million

2,2% total 
public

procurement
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From linear to circular furniture
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Circularity in the furniture sector

Materials Innovation 
Ecodesign
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Circularity in the furniture sector

Materials Innovation 
Ecodesign

Repair

A chair remains a chair
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Circularity in the furniture sector

Materials Innovation 
Ecodesign

Repair

Reuse

A chair remains a chair
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Circularity in the furniture sector

Materials Innovation 
Ecodesign

Repair

ReuseRefurbish
Repurpose
Up cycling

Reupholster a chair
A chair becomes a table
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Circularity in the furniture sector

Materials Innovation 
Ecodesign

Repair

ReuseRefurbish
Repurpose
Up cycling

Recycle

A chair becomes kg of wood
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Circularity in the furniture sector

Materials Innovation 
Ecodesign

Repair

ReuseRefurbish
Repurpose
Up cycling

Recycle

Furniture as 
a service
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Opportunities for green procurement

Durable upholstery coverings (textile)

Sourcing of legal timber

Higher quality upholstery materials improved durability of 

the entire furniture product.

In terms of market share the two most significant certification 

schemes are those operated by the Forestry Stewardship 

Council (FSC) and the Programme for the Endorsement of 

Forestry Certification (PEFC)

Sustainable materials
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Opportunities for green procurement

Chemical components

Formaldehyde emissions 

Coating mixture restrictions 

Restrictions for metals 
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Opportunities for green procurement

The tenderer shall provide clear disassembly and repair instructions 

to enable a non-destructive disassembly of the furniture product for 

the purpose of replacing component parts/materials.

Design for disassembly and repair

Product warranty and spare parts
Provide a minimum X year warranty. 

This warranty could cover repair or replacement and include a 

service agreement with options for pick-up and return or on-site 

repairs
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Opportunities for green
procurement

The tenderer shall provide clear disassembly and repair instructions to enable a 

non-destructive disassembly of the furniture product for the purpose of 

replacing component parts/materials.

Design for disassembly and repair

Product warranty and spare parts
Provide a minimum X year warranty. This warranty could cover repair or 

replacement and include a service agreement with options for pick-up and return 

or on-site repairs
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Opportunities for green procurement

Refurbishment requiments

Procure a refurbishment service for their existing furniture 

stock in order to reduce or completely avoid the need to 

procure new furniture
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Opportunities for green procurement

Tenderers shall collect the furniture and 

provide a recycling and re-use service 

for furniture that has reached the end of 

its service life.

Collection and reuse of existing furniture waste
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Final learnings

Circular public procurement→ driver of sustainability

Furniture sector is willing for the circular transition

Tools and examples to use as green criteria
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THANKS FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION

jj.ortega@cetem.es

Juan José Ortega

www.cetem.es

http://www.cetem.es/

